
how long is the physics gre
how long is the physics gre is a common query among students preparing for graduate studies in
physics. The Physics GRE, or the Graduate Record Examination Subject Test in Physics, is a key
component for many graduate programs in the field. Understanding the duration of the exam, along
with its structure and content, is vital for effective preparation. In this article, we will delve into the
specifics of the Physics GRE, including its length, format, scoring, and tips for preparation. This
comprehensive guide will equip you with the necessary knowledge to navigate this important
examination successfully.
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Understanding the Physics GRE
The Physics GRE is a standardized test used by many universities as part of their admissions process
for graduate programs in physics. This exam assesses a student's understanding of undergraduate-
level physics concepts and their ability to apply this knowledge in various situations. The test is
primarily designed for students who are looking to further their education and specialize in physics or
related fields.

The Physics GRE is an essential part of the application process for many schools, and a strong score
can significantly enhance a candidate's chances of being accepted into a desired program. As such,
understanding the specifics of the exam—including its duration, content, and scoring—is crucial for
prospective students.

Duration and Structure of the Exam
When considering how long is the physics gre, it's important to note that the exam lasts for a total of
170 minutes. This time is divided into two sections, each with its own set of questions and focus
areas. The test includes a total of 100 multiple-choice questions, which are further categorized based
on the topics they cover.



Breakdown of the Exam Duration
The structure of the Physics GRE is as follows:

Exam Duration: 170 minutes total

Number of Questions: 100 multiple-choice questions

Sections: Divided into two segments with a short break in between

Students are encouraged to manage their time wisely during the exam. With 170 minutes to answer
100 questions, candidates have approximately 1.7 minutes per question. This pacing is crucial, as
students must balance accuracy with time management to maximize their scores.

Content Areas Covered
The Physics GRE covers a broad range of topics, reflecting the fundamental principles of physics that
students are expected to know before entering graduate studies. The content is divided into several
areas, and understanding these areas can help guide your study plan effectively.

Main Topics in the Physics GRE
The exam typically focuses on the following content areas:

Classical Mechanics

Electromagnetism

Optics and Wave Phenomena

Thermodynamics and Statistical Mechanics

Quantum Mechanics

Atomic and Molecular Physics

Special Relativity

Laboratory Methods

Each of these areas accounts for a different percentage of the total questions on the exam. For
instance, classical mechanics and electromagnetism are typically the most heavily weighted sections,
so students should focus their studies accordingly. Familiarity with the types of questions asked in
each area can significantly help in preparation.



Preparation Strategies
Preparing for the Physics GRE requires a strategic approach. Given the breadth of topics covered, it is
essential for candidates to develop a comprehensive study plan that includes reviewing fundamental
concepts and practicing problem-solving skills.

Effective Study Techniques
Here are some effective strategies to consider when preparing for the Physics GRE:

Review Core Concepts: Focus on the fundamental principles of each topic area.

Practice with Past Exams: Utilize previous Physics GRE tests to familiarize yourself with the
format and types of questions.

Join Study Groups: Collaborate with peers to discuss challenging topics and share resources.

Use Online Resources: Take advantage of online platforms and forums dedicated to Physics GRE
preparation.

Take Timed Practice Tests: Simulate exam conditions by taking practice tests within the
allocated time to improve time management skills.

Each of these strategies can help reinforce knowledge and build confidence as the exam date
approaches. The more familiar you become with the format and content of the GRE, the better
prepared you will be on test day.

Scoring and Results
Understanding how the Physics GRE is scored is crucial for interpreting your results and planning your
next steps. The test is scored on a scale from 200 to 990, with increments of 10 points. A score of
around 600 is often considered a competitive score for many physics graduate programs, but this can
vary by institution.

Interpreting Your Score
After completing the exam, candidates will receive a score report that includes the following:

Total Score: The overall score based on the number of correct answers.

Percentile Rank: Indicates the percentage of test-takers who scored lower than you.

Subscores: Breakdowns of performance in specific content areas.



Understanding these components can help students evaluate their performance and determine areas
that may need further study before reapplying or preparing for graduate school interviews.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: How long is the physics GRE?
A: The Physics GRE lasts for a total of 170 minutes, during which candidates must answer 100
multiple-choice questions.

Q: What topics are covered on the Physics GRE?
A: The Physics GRE covers topics such as classical mechanics, electromagnetism, optics,
thermodynamics, quantum mechanics, and more.

Q: What is a good score on the Physics GRE?
A: A score around 600 is generally considered competitive, but the average score required can vary
by program.

Q: How should I prepare for the Physics GRE?
A: Effective preparation includes reviewing core concepts, practicing with past exams, and taking
timed practice tests.

Q: Are there any resources available for Physics GRE
preparation?
A: Yes, there are numerous online resources, textbooks, and study groups dedicated to helping
students prepare for the Physics GRE.

Q: Can I retake the Physics GRE if I’m not satisfied with my
score?
A: Yes, students can retake the Physics GRE, but they should check individual program policies
regarding score submissions.

Q: Is the Physics GRE mandatory for all graduate programs in
physics?
A: No, the requirement for the Physics GRE varies by institution, so it’s important to check the specific



requirements of each program.

Q: What format is the Physics GRE in?
A: The Physics GRE consists exclusively of multiple-choice questions, testing a range of physics
concepts.

Q: How is the Physics GRE scored?
A: The exam is scored on a scale of 200 to 990, with scores reported in increments of 10 points, along
with percentile ranks and subscores.

Q: When is the Physics GRE offered?
A: The Physics GRE is typically offered several times a year, but specific dates may vary, so checking
the official testing schedule is recommended.
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