UIUC PHYSICS PHD ACCEPTANCE RATE

UIUC PHYSICS PHD ACCEPTANCE RATE IS A CRUCIAL PIECE OF INFORMATION FOR ASPIRING PHYSICISTS AIMING FOR DOCTORAL
STUDIES AT ONE OF THE NATION'S MOST PRESTIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS. THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS URBANA-CHAMPAIGN
(U|UC) PHYSICS DEPARTMENT CONSISTENTLY RANKS AMONG THE TOP, DRAWING A HIGHLY COMPETITIVE APPLICANT POOL.
UNDERSTANDING THE NUANCES OF ITS ACCEPTANCE RATE, ALONGSIDE THE FACTORS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO A SUCCESSFUL
APPLICATION, IS PARAMOUNT FOR ANYONE SERIOUS ABOUT PURSUING A PH.D. IN PHYSICS HERE. THIS COMPREHENSIVE ARTICLE
WILL DELVE INTO THE SPECIFICS OF THE UIUC PHYSICS PH.D. ACCEPTANCE RATE, EXPLORE THE TYPICAL PROFILE OF ADMITTED
STUDENTS, BREAK DOWN THE APPLICATION COMPONENTS, AND OFFER STRATEGIC ADVICE FOR ENHANCING YOUR CHANCES OF
ADMISSION. WE'LL ALSO TOUCH UPON THE PROGRAM’'S STRENGTHS AND WHAT MAKES IT A DESIRABLE DESTINATION FOR
GRADUATE STUDY IN PHYSICS.
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UNDERSTANDING THE Uluc PHYsIcS PHD ACCEPTANCE RATE

DecIPHERING THE EXACT UIUC PHYSICS PH.D. ACCEPTANCE RATE CAN BE A COMPLEX TASK, AS THE UNIVERSITY, LIKE MANY
TOP-TIER INSTITUTIONS, DOESN'T ALWAYS PUBLISH A SINGLE, STATIC PERCENTAGE. INSTEAD, THE RATE OFTEN FLUCTUATES
YEAR TO YEAR BASED ON THE NUMBER OF APPLICANTS, THE STRENGTH OF THE APPLICANT POOL, AND THE DEPARTMENT'S
ENROLLMENT TARGETS. HOWEVER, IT IS WIDELY UNDERSTOOD THAT THE UIUC PHYSICS DEPARTMENT IS HIGHLY SELECTIVE,
WITH ACCEPTANCE RATES TYPICALLY FALLING IN THE SINGLE DIGITS, OFTEN BETWEEN 5% AND 10%. THIS MEANS THAT FOR
EVERY 100 HIGHLY QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS WHO APPLY, ONLY ABOUT 5 TO 10 WILL RECEIVE AN OFFER OF ADMISSION. THIS
LOW ACCEPTANCE RATE UNDERSCORES THE INTENSE COMPETITION TO SECURE A SPOT IN THIS ESTEEMED PROGRAM.

\WHEN WE TALK ABOUT THE UIUC PHYSICS PH.D. ACCEPTANCE RATE, IT'S IMPORTANT TO CONSIDER NOT JUST THE OVERALL
PERCENTAGE BUT ALSO THE NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS RECEIVED. THE DEPARTMENT REGULARLY RECEIVES THOUSANDS OF
APPLICATIONS FOR A LIMITED NUMBER OF AVAILABLE SLOTS. THIS SHEER VOLUME OF APPLICATIONS, COUPLED WITH THE HIGH
ACADEMIC CALIBER OF THE APPLICANTS, CONTRIBUTES SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE PROGRAM'S SELECTIVITY. THEREFORE, WHILE A
SINGLE NUMBER MIGHT BE ELUSIVE, THE GENERAL UNDERSTANDING IS THAT ADMISSION IS EXTREMELY COMPETITIVE, REQUIRING AN
EXCEPTIONAL APPLICATION TO STAND OUT.

FACTORS BEYOND THE NUMBERS

THe UIUC PHYSICS PH.D. ACCEPTANCE RATE IS NOT JUST A PRODUCT OF NUMBERS: IT REFLECTS A DELIBERATE SELECTION
PROCESS. THE ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE METICULOUSLY REVIEWS EACH APPLICATION TO IDENTIFY CANDIDATES WHO NOT ONLY
POSSESS STRONG ACADEMIC FOUNDATIONS BUT ALSO DEMONSTRATE THE POTENTIAL FOR GROUNDBREAKING RESEARCH AND A
GENUINE PASSION FOR PHYSICS. THIS HOLISTIC REVIEW PROCESS MEANS THAT WHILE A HIGH GPA AND GRE SCORES ARE
IMPORTANT, THEY ARE BY NO MEANS THE SOLE DETERMINANTS OF SUCCESS. FACTORS SUCH AS RESEARCH EXPERIENCE, LETTERS
OF RECOMMENDATION, AND A COMPELLING STATEMENT OF PURPOSE PLAY EQUALLY CRITICAL ROLES IN PAINTING A COMPLETE
PICTURE OF AN APPLICANT’S SUITABILITY FOR THE PROGRAM.

THE DEPARTMENT IS LOOKING FOR INDIVIDUALS WHO CAN THRIVE IN A RIGOROUS ACADEMIC ENVIRONMENT AND CONTRIBUTE
MEANINGFULLY TO THE VIBRANT RESEARCH COMMUNITY AT UIUC. THIS INCLUDES ASSESSING A CANDIDATE'S FIT WITH THE
RESEARCH INTERESTS OF THE FACULTY, THEIR ABILITY TO THINK CRITICALLY, AND THEIR POTENTIAL TO COLLABORATE
EFFECTIVELY. THEREFORE, WHILE THE UIUC PHYSICS PH.D. ACCEPTANCE RATE SERVES AS AN INDICATOR OF SELECTIVITY, THE
DECISION-MAKING PROCESS ITSELF IS MULTI-FACETED AND DEEPLY CONSIDERS THE INDIVIDUAL STRENGTHS AND POTENTIAL OF
EACH APPLICANT.



FACTORS INFLUENCING ADMISSION DECISIONS

SEVERAL KEY FACTORS ARE METICULOUSLY WEIGHED BY THE ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE WHEN EVALUATING APPLICATIONS FOR
THE UIUC PHYsICS PH.D. PROGRAM. THESE ELEMENTS, WHEN CONSIDERED COLLECTIVELY, PAINT A COMPREHENSIVE PICTURE OF
AN APPLICANT’S POTENTIAL TO SUCCEED AND CONTRIBUTE TO THE DEPARTMENT'S RESEARCH ENDEAVORS. [UNDERSTANDING
THESE COMPONENTS IS CRUCIAL FOR ANY PROSPECTIVE STUDENT AIMING TO NAVIGATE THE HIGHLY COMPETITIVE LANDSCAPE OF
PHYSICS PH.D. ADMISSIONS.

ACADEMIC RECORD AND PERFORMANCE

Y OUR UNDERGRADUATE ACADEMIC RECORD IS A FOUNDATIONAL ELEMENT OF YOUR APPLICATION. THIS INCLUDES YOUR GPA,
THE RIGOR OF YOUR COURSEWORK, AND YOUR PERFORMANCE IN PHYSICS AND MATHEMATICS COURSES. A STRONG GPA,
PARTICULARLY IN UPPER-DIVISION PHYSICS AND ADVANCED MATHEMATICS, SIGNALS A SOLID GRASP OF THE FUNDAMENTAL
PRINCIPLES REQUIRED FOR DOCTORAL-LEVEL STUDY. UNIVERSITIES LIKE UIUC OFTEN LOOK FOR CANDIDATES WHO HAVE
EXCELLED IN CHALLENGING THEORETICAL AND EXPERIMENTAL PHYSICS COURSES, AS WELL AS IN SUBJECTS LIKE DIFFERENTIAL
EQUATIONS, LINEAR ALGEBRA, AND COMPLEX ANALYSIS. A TRANSCRIPT THAT DEMONSTRATES CONSISTENT HIGH ACHIEVEMENT
ACROSS A BROAD RANGE OF RELEVANT SUBJECTS IS HIGHLY VALUED.

BEYOND JUST THE NUMERICAL GPA, THE COMMITTEE ALSO CONSIDERS THE GRADING SCALE OF YOUR UNDERGRADUATE
INSTITUTION AND THE RELATIVE DIFFICULTY OF YOUR CHOSEN MAJOR. FOR INSTANCE, EXCELLING IN A RIGOROUS PHYSICS
CURRICULUM AT A TOP-TIER UNIVERSITY MIGHT BE VIEWED DIFFERENTLY THAN ACHIEVING A SIMILAR GPA IN A LESS DEMANDING
PROGRAM. FURTHERMORE, ANY UPWARD TREND IN YOUR GRADES, PARTICULARLY IF YOU FACED INITIAL CHALLENGES, CAN
DEMONSTRATE RESILIENCE AND A COMMITMENT TO ACADEMIC GROWTH. THIS CAN BE PARTICULARLY IMPACTFUL IF SUPPORTED
BY STRONG PERFORMANCE IN LATER, MORE ADVANCED COURSEW ORK.

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE IS ARGUABLY ONE OF THE MOST CRITICAL COMPONENTS OF A SUCCESSFUL PH.D. APPLICATION, AND THIS
IS CERTAINLY TRUE FOR THE UIUC PHYSICS DEPARTMENT. ADMISSIONS COMMITTEES ARE KEEN TO SEE EVIDENCE THAT YOU
UNDERSTAND THE RESEARCH PROCESS, CAN CONTRIBUTE TO ONGOING PROJECTS, AND POSSESS THE CURIOSITY AND
PERSEVERANCE NECESSARY FOR SCIENTIFIC INQUIRY. THIS CAN INCLUDE EXPERIENCE GAINED THROUGH UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH
ASSISTANTSHIPS, SUMMER RESEARCH PROGRAMS (REUS), INTERNSHIPS AT RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS, OR EVEN SIGNIFICANT
INDEPENDENT PROJECTS. THE DEPTH AND BREADTH OF YOUR INVOLVEMENT, YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES, AND THE OUTCOMES OF
YOUR RESEARCH ARE ALL IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS.

W/HEN DETAILING YOUR RESEARCH EXPERIENCE, BE SPECIFIC ABOUT THE PROJECT,S GOALS, YOUR ROLE, THE METHODOLOGIES
YOU EMPLOYED, AND ANY RESULTS OR FINDINGS YOU CONTRIBUTED TO. IF YOU HAVE CO-AUTHORED PUBLICATIONS, PRESENTED
AT CONFERENCES, OR RECEIVED AWARDS FOR YOUR RESEARCH, THESE ACHIEVEMENTS SHOULD BE PROMINENTLY HIGHLIGHTED.
EVEN IF YOUR RESEARCH EXPERIENCE WAS LIMITED, DEMONSTRATING A GENUINE INTEREST IN SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION AND A
WILLINGNESS TO LEARN ARE CRUCIAL. THE LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION FROM YOUR RESEARCH MENTORS WILL BE
PARTICULARLY VITAL IN VALIDATING YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS AND POTENTIAL.

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION

THE LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION ARE YOUR ADVOCATES, PROVIDING AN EXTERNAL PERSPECTIVE ON YOUR ABILITIES,
CHARACTER, AND POTENTIAL. FOrR A UIUC PHYSICS PH.D. APPLICATION, THESE LETTERS SHOULD IDEALLY COME FROM
INDIVIDUALS WHO KNOW YOU WELL IN AN ACADEMIC OR RESEARCH CAPACITY, PREFERABLY PROFESSORS OR RESEARCH
SUPERVISORS. THEY SHOULD BE ABLE TO SPEAK SPECIFICALLY ABOUT YOUR INTELLECTUAL CURIOSITY, PROBLEM-SOLVING
SKILLS, ANALYTICAL ABILITIES, WORK ETHIC, AND SUITABILITY FOR GRADUATE-LEVEL RESEARCH. A GENERIC LETTER IS FAR LESS
IMPACTFUL THAN ONE THAT PROVIDES CONCRETE EXAMPLES AND DETAILED ANECDOTES THAT ILLUSTRATE YOUR STRENGTHS.



[T IS ESSENTIAL TO CULTIVATE STRONG RELATIONSHIPS WITH YOUR RECOMMENDERS WELL IN ADVANCE OF YOUR APPLICATION
SUBMISSION. PROVIDE THEM WITH ALL NECESSARY MATERIALS, INCLUDING YOUR CV/ STATEMENT OF PURPOSE, UNOFFICIAL
TRANSCRIPTS, AND INFORMATION ABOUT THE PROGRAM YOU ARE APPLYING TO. CLEARLY ARTICULATE YOUR GOALS AND WHY
YoU ARE INTERESTED IN UIUC. THIS WILL ENABLE THEM TO WRITE A MORE PERSONALIZED AND PERSUASIVE LETTER. A
RECOMMENDER WHO CAN DIRECTLY COMPARE YOU TO OTHER SUCCESSFUL STUDENTS THEY HAVE TAUGHT OR SUPERVISED WILL
CARRY SIGNIFICANT WEIGHT WITH THE ADMISSIONS COMMIT TEE.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

YOUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE (SOP) IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO TELL YOUR STORY, ARTICULATE YOUR RESEARCH
INTERESTS, AND DEMONSTRATE YOUR GENUINE PASSION FOR PHYSICS AND YOUR SUITABILITY FOR THE UIUC PrOGRAM. THIS IS
WHERE YOU CONNECT YOUR PAST EXPERIENCES— ACADEMIC, RESEARCH, AND EXTRACURRICULAR—TO YOUR FUTURE
ASPIRATIONS. A COMPELLING SOP WILL CLEARLY OUTLINE YOUR SPECIFIC AREAS OF INTEREST WITHIN PHYSICS, MENTION
SPECIFIC FACULTY MEMBERS WHOSE RESEARCH ALIGNS WITH YOURS, AND EXPLAIN WHY UIUC IS THE IDEAL PLACE FOR YOU TO
PURSUE YOUR PH.D. |T SHOULD ALSO CONVEY YOUR INTELLECTUAL MATURITY, YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE RESEARCH
LANDSCAPE, AND YOUR LONG-TERM CAREER GOALS.

\W/HEN CRAFTING YOUR SOP, AVOID GENERIC STATEMENTS AND CLICH[P| S. INSTEAD, BE SPECIFIC AND REFLECTIVE. DIscuss
PARTICULAR RESEARCH QUESTIONS THAT INTRIGUE YOU, THEORIES THAT EXCITE YOU, OR EXPERIMENTAL CHALLENGES THAT
YOU ARE EAGER TO TACKLE. DEMONSTRATING THAT YOU HAVE THOROUGHLY RESEARCHED THE FACULTY AND THEIR ONGOING
PROJECTS AT UIUC Is CRUCIAL. MENTIONING SPECIFIC PROFESSORS BY NAME AND EXPLAINING HOW THEIR WORK RESONATES
WITH YOUR OWN RESEARCH INTERESTS SHOWS A GENUINE COMMITMENT AND A THOUGHTFUL APPROACH TO YOUR GRADUATE
STUDY PLANS. REMEMBER, YOUR SOP SHOULD BE WELL-WRITTEN, COHERENT, AND FREE OF GRAMMATICAL ERRORS.

GRE Scores AND OTHER STANDARDIZED TESTS

W/HILE THE EMPHASIS ON STANDARDIZED TESTS LIKE THE GRE HAS SHIFTED IN RECENT YEARS, STRONG SCORES CAN STILL BE A
CONTRIBUTING FACTOR IN YOUR APPLICATION, ESPECIALLY FOR PROGRAMS THAT STILL REQUIRE OR RECOMMEND THEM. THe GRE
GENERAL TEST ASSESSES VERBAL REASONING, QUANTITATIVE REASONING, AND ANALYTICAL WRITING. For PHYSICS PH.D.
PROGRAMS, THE QUANTITATIVE REASONING SECTION IS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT, AS IT DIRECTLY RELATES TO THE
MATHEMATICAL SKILLS NEEDED FOR ADVANCED PHYSICS STUDY. SOME PROGRAMS MAY ALSO REQUIRE OR RECOMMEND THE GRE
SuBJECT TEST IN PHYSICS, WHICH PROVIDES A MORE IN-DEPTH ASSESSMENT OF YOUR KNOWLEDGE IN CORE PHYSICS AREAS.

IT’S IMPERATIVE TO CHECK THE SPECIFIC GRE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE UIUC PHYSICS DEPARTMENT. |F THEY ARE REQUIRED, AIM
TO ACHIEVE SCORES THAT ARE COMPETITIVE WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THE PROGRAM'S HISTORICAL ADMITTED STUDENT
PROFILES. HOWEVER, REMEMBER THAT GRE SCORES ARE JUST ONE PIECE OF THE PUZZLE. IF YOUR SCORES ARE NOT EXCEPTIONAL,
THEY CAN OFTEN BE OFFSET BY OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE IN OTHER AREAS OF YOUR APPLICATION, SUCH AS RESEARCH
EXPERIENCE AND LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION. |F THE GRE IS OPTIONAL OR NOT REQUIRED, FOCUS YOUR ENERGY ON EXCELLING
IN THE OTHER APPLICATION COMPONENTS.

Key COMPONENTS OF A STRONG APPLICATION

CRAFTING A COMPELLING APPLICATION FOR THE UIUC PHYsICS PH.D. PROGRAM REQUIRES A STRATEGIC APPROACH TO EACH
COMPONENT. ADMISSIONS COMMITTEES LOOK FOR A COHESIVE NARRATIVE THAT DEMONSTRATES NOT ONLY ACADEMIC PROWESS
BUT ALSO RESEARCH POTENTIAL AND A CLEAR VISION FOR GRADUATE STUDY. UNDERSTANDING WHAT MAKES EACH ELEMENT
STAND OUT IS KEY TO INCREASING YOUR CHANCES OF ADMISSION INTO THIS HIGHLY COMPETITIVE PROGRAM.



DEMONSTRATING RESEARCH APTITUDE

YOUR APPLICATION MUST CLEARLY SHOWCASE YOUR ABILITY TO ENGAGE IN AND CONTRIBUTE TO ORIGINAL RESEARCH. THIS
GOES BEYOND SIMPLY LISTING YOUR RESEARCH EXPERIENCES. |T INVOLVES ARTICULATING THE INTELLECTUAL CURIOSITY THAT
DROVE YOUR INVESTIGATIONS, THE PROBLEM~-SOLVING SKILLS YOU EMPLOYED, AND THE SCIENTIFIC INSIGHTS YOU GAINED.
QUANTIFIABLE RESULTS, SUCH AS IMPROVEMENTS IN EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURES, ANALYSIS OF NOVEL DATASETS, OR
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THEORETICAL MODELS, ARE HIGHLY VALUABLE. IF YOU HAVE A PUBLICATION OR CONFERENCE PRESENTATION,
ENSURE IT IS WELL-EXPLAINED IN YOUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE AND HIGHLIGHTED IN YOUR CV.

EVEN IF YOUR RESEARCH EXPERIENCE IS LIMITED, YOU CAN DEMONSTRATE YOUR APTITUDE BY DISCUSSING HOW YOU
APPROACHED CHALLENGES, HOW YOU LEARNED NEW TECHNIQUES, AND WHAT YOU TOOK AWAY FROM THE EXPERIENCE. THE
ABILITY TO CRITICALLY ANALYZE SCIENTIFIC LITERATURE AND TO FORMULATE RESEARCH QUESTIONS IS ALSO A STRONG
INDICATOR OF POTENTIAL. YOUR LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION SHOULD IDEALLY SPEAK TO YOUR RESEARCH CAPABILITIES,
PROVIDING CONCRETE EXAMPLES OF YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS AND YOUR CAPACITY FOR INDEPENDENT SCIENTIFIC THOUGHT.

HIGHLIGHTING ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

A STRONG ACADEMIC RECORD IS THE BEDROCK OF ANY PH.D. ApPPLICATION. For UIUC PHYSICS, THIS MEANS NOT ONLY A HIGH
GPA BUT ALSO A TRANSCRIPT THAT REFLECTS A RIGOROUS CURRICULUM IN PHYSICS AND MATHEMATICS. COURSES IN
QUANTUM MECHANICS, CLASSICAL MECHANICS, ELECTROMAGNETISM, STATISTICAL MECHANICS, AND ADVANCED MATHEMATICAL
METHODS ARE EXPECTED. A STRONG PERFORMANCE IN THESE FOUNDATIONAL COURSES DEMONSTRATES YOUR PREPAREDNESS FOR
GRADUATE-LEVEL COURSEWORK. |F YOU HAVE TAKEN GRADUATE-LEVEL COURSES AS AN UNDERGRADUATE, THIS CAN ALSO BE A
SIGNIFICANT ADVANTAGE.

BEYOND SPECIFIC GRADES, ADMISSIONS COMMITTEES LOOK FOR EVIDENCE OF INTELLECTUAL CURIOSITY AND A DEEP
UNDERSTANDING OF THE SUBJECT MATTER. THIS CAN BE DEMONSTRATED THROUGH YOUR CHOICE OF ADVANCED ELECTIVES, YOUR
PERFORMANCE ON CHALLENGING ASSIGNMENTS, AND ANY ACADEMIC AW ARDS OR HONORS YOU HAVE RECEIVED. EVEN IF THERE
WERE COURSES WHERE YOU DID NOT ACHIEVE A PERFECT GRADE, A CLEAR UP\WARD TREND OR AN EXPLANATION FOR ANY DIPS
(E.G., CHALLENGING PERSONAL CIRCUMSTANCES) CAN ALSO BE BENEFICIAL.

CRAFTING A PERSUASIVE STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

YOUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE (SOP) IS YOUR MOST DIRECT AVENUE TO COMMUNICATE YOUR MOTIVATIONS, RESEARCH
INTERESTS, AND ASPIRATIONS TO THE ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE. |T SHOULD BE A NARRATIVE THAT CONNECTS YOUR PAST
EXPERIENCES TO YOUR FUTURE GOALS WITHIN THE UIUC PHYSICS DEPARTMENT. A WELL-CRAFTED SOP IS SPECIFIC, PERSONAL,
AND DEMONSTRATES THAT YOU HAVE DONE YOUR HOMEWORK. |T SHOULD CLEARLY ARTICULATE YOUR SUBFIELDS OF INTEREST
WITHIN PHYSICS AND, CRUCIALLY, IDENTIFY SPECIFIC FACULTY MEMBERS WHOSE RESEARCH ALIGNS WITH YOURS. EXPLAINING
WHY THEIR WORK RESONATES WITH YOU, AND HOW YOU ENVISION CONTRIBUTING TO THEIR ONGOING PROJECTS, IS ESSENTIAL.

AVOID GENERIC STATEMENTS ABOUT WANTING TO “CONTRIBUTE TO THE ADVANCEMENT OF PHYSICS.” |NSTEAD, BE PRECISE.
DISCUSS SPECIFIC RESEARCH QUESTIONS THAT EXCITE YOU, THEORETICAL PROBLEMS YOU ARE EAGER TO TACKLE, OR
EXPERIMENTAL TECHNIQUES YOU WISH TO MASTER. THE SOP SHOULD ALSO CONVEY YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE PH.D.
JOURNEY, YOUR RESILIENCE IN THE FACE OF CHALLENGES, AND YOUR LONG-TERM CAREER ASPIRATIONS. A CoOMPELLING SOP
SHOWS MATURITY, INSIGHT, AND A GENUINE PASSION FOR SCIENTIFIC INQUIRY. REMEMBER TO PROOFREAD METICULOUSLY FOR
ANY GRAMMATICAL ERRORS OR TYPOS.

SELECTING RECOMMENDERS WHO KNow You WELL

THE QUALITY OF YOUR LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION CAN SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACT YOUR APPLICATION. CHOOSE RECOMMENDERS



WHO CAN SPEAK AUTHORITATIVELY ABOUT YOUR ACADEMIC ABILITIES, RESEARCH POTENTIAL, AND PERSONAL QUALITIES.
|DEALLY, THESE SHOULD BE PROFESSORS OR RESEARCH MENTORS WITH WHOM YOU HAVE HAD SUBSTANTIAL INTERACTION. THEY
SHOULD BE ABLE TO PROVIDE SPECIFIC EXAMPLES OF YOUR SKILLS, YOUR WORK ETHIC, YOUR INTELLECTUAL CURIOSITY, AND
YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO RESEARCH. A LUKEWARM OR GENERIC LETTER FROM A PROMINENT FIGURE IS LESS VALUABLE THAN A
STRONG, DETAILED LETTER FROM SOMEONE WHO KNOWS YOU INTIMATELY.

T o ENSURE YOU RECEIVE THE BEST POSSIBLE LETTERS, MEET WITH YOUR RECOMMENDERS IN ADVANCE TO DISCUSS YOUR
APPLICATION AND YOUR ASPIRATIONS. PROVIDE THEM WITH YOUR CV, STATEMENT OF PURPOSE, UNOFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT, AND
INFORMATION ABOUT THE UIUC PHysics DepARTMENT. CLEARLY COMMUNICATE YOUR RESEARCH INTERESTS AND THE SPECIFIC
FACULTY MEMBERS YOU ARE INTERESTED IN WORKING WITH. THIS WILL HELP THEM TAILOR THEIR LETTERS TO YOUR APPLICATION
AND HIGHLIGHT THE MOST RELEVANT ASPECTS OF YOUR PROFILE. IT'S ALSO A GOOD PRACTICE TO WAIVE YOUR RIGHT TO SEE
THE LETTERS, WHICH OFTEN SIGNALS TO THE ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE THAT YOU ARE CONFIDENT IN YOUR RECOMMENDERS.

STRATEGIES FOR INCREASING YOUR CHANCES

GAINING ADMISSION TO THE UIUC PHYSICS PH.D. PROGRAM IS A CHALLENGING ENDEAVOR, BUT WITH STRATEGIC PREPARATION
AND A FOCUSED APPROACH, YOU CAN SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE YOUR APPLICATION'S COMPETITIVENESS. THE KEY LIES IN
UNDERSTANDING WHAT THE ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE IS LOOKING FOR AND ACTIVELY WORKING TO MEET AND EXCEED THOSE
EXPECTATIONS ACROSS ALL APPLICATION COMPONENTS.

GAINING RELEVANT RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

THE MOST IMPACTFUL STRATEGY FOR INCREASING YOUR CHANCES IS TO ACQUIRE SUBSTANTIAL AND MEANINGFUL RESEARCH
EXPERIENCE. SEEK OUT OPPORTUNITIES TO WORK WITH FACULTY MEMBERS AT YOUR UNDERGRADUATE INSTITUTION, APPLY FOR
COMPETITIVE RESEARCH EXPERIENCES FOR UNDERGRADUATES (REU) PROGRAMS, OR CONSIDER INTERNSHIPS AT NATIONAL
LABORATORIES OR RESEARCH CENTERS. THE MORE HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE YOU HAVE, THE BETTER YOU CAN DEMONSTRATE YOUR
UNDERSTANDING OF THE SCIENTIFIC PROCESS, YOUR ABILITY TO CONTRIBUTE TO RESEARCH PROJECTS, AND YOUR PASSION FOR
PHYSICS. AIM FOR PROJECTS WHERE YOU CAN TAKE ON SIGNIFICANT RESPONSIBILITY, LEARN NEW TECHNIQUES, AND IDEALLY,
CONTRIBUTE TO PUBLICATIONS OR PRESENTATIONS.

W/HEN DETAILING YOUR RESEARCH, FOCUS ON THE INTELLECTUAL CONTRIBUTIONS YOU MADE, THE CHALLENGES YOU OVERCAME,
AND THE INSIGHTS YOU GAINED. EVEN IF YOUR RESEARCH HAS NOT YET LED TO A PUBLICATION, ARTICULATE THE LESSONS
LEARNED AND YOUR GROWTH AS A RESEARCHER. THE LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION FROM YOUR RESEARCH MENTORS WILL BE
PARTICULARLY CRUCIAL IN VALIDATING YOUR RESEARCH APTITUDE AND POTENTIAL.

NETWORKING AND BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS WITH FACULTY

W/HILE DIRECT NETWORKING WITH FACULTY FOR ADMISSIONS PURPOSES IS GENERALLY DISCOURAGED AND CAN EVEN BE
COUNTERPRODUCTIVE, BUILDING GENUINE RELATIONSHIPS WITH PROFESSORS IN YOUR FIELD CAN INDIRECTLY BENEFIT YOUR
APPLICATION. ENGAGING ACTIVELY IN CLASS, SEEKING OUT PROFESSORS FOR OFFICE HOURS TO DISCUSS COURSE MATERIAL, AND
DEMONSTRATING INTELLECTUAL CURIOSITY CAN LEAD TO OPPORTUNITIES FOR RESEARCH POSITIONS. THESE RELATIONSHIPS CAN
THEN RESULT IN STRONG, PERSONALIZED LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION FROM INDIVIDUALS WHO CAN SPEAK SPECIFICALLY TO
YOUR ACADEMIC ABILITIES AND RESEARCH POTENTIAL. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN A SPECIFIC PROFESSOR’'S WORK AT U|UC,
MENTIONING IT IN YOUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE IS IMPORTANT, BUT DIRECT UNSOLICITED CONTACT BEFORE APPLYING IS
USUALLY NOT RECOMMENDED.

ATTEND DEPARTMENTAL SEMINARS AND GUEST LECTURES WHEN POSSIBLE, AND ENGAGE WITH THE MATERIAL AND SPEAKERS. THiS
DEMONSTRATES YOUR COMMITMENT TO THE BROADER PHYSICS COMMUNITY AND CAN EXPOSE YOU TO CUTTING-EDGE RESEARCH.
THE GOAL IS TO GAIN MENTORS WHO CAN VOUCH FOR YOUR CAPABILITIES, NOT TO SOLICIT FAVORS FOR ADMISSION.



TAILORING YOUR APPLICATION TOo UIUC

A GENERIC APPLICATION WILL NOT STAND OUT IN A COMPETITIVE POOL. |T IS CRUCIAL TO TAILOR EVERY ASPECT OF YOUR
APPLICATION TO THE UIUC PHYSICS DEPARTMENT. THIS BEGINS WITH THOROUGH RESEARCH INTO THE FACULTY'S RESEARCH
AREAS. IDENTIFY PROFESSORS WHOSE WORK GENUINELY EXCITES YOU AND WHOSE PROJECTS ALIGN WITH YOUR SPECIFIC
INTERESTS. MENTIONING THESE PROFESSORS AND EXPLAINING WHY THEIR RESEARCH RESONATES WITH YOU IN YOUR STATEMENT
OF PURPOSE IS ESSENTIAL. THIS DEMONSTRATES THAT YOU HAVE INVESTED TIME AND EFFORT INTO UNDERSTANDING THE
DEPARTMENT AND ARE NOT SIMPLY APPLYING TO A UNIVERSALLY RANKED PROGRAM.

FURTHERMORE, CONSIDER ANY UNIQUE STRENGTHS OR PERSPECTIVES YOU BRING THAT WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO THE DIVERSITY
AND VIBRANCY OF THE UIUC PHYSICS COMMUNITY. |F YOU HAVE EXPERIENCE IN INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH OR POSSESS
SPECIFIC TECHNICAL SKILLS THAT WOULD COMPLEMENT THE DEPARTMENT'S EXISTING STRENGTHS, HIGHLIGHT THESE. THE MORE
PERSONALIZED AND SPECIFIC YOUR APPLICATION, THE MORE LIKELY IT IS TO CAPTURE THE ATTENTION OF THE ADMISSIONS
COMMITTEE.

FOCUSING ON A STRONG STATEMENT oF PurPoste anD CV

Y OUR STATEMENT OF PURPOSE (SOP) AND CURRICULUM VITAE (CV) ARE YOUR PRIMARY TOOLS FOR PRESENTING YOUR
QUALIFICATIONS AND ASPIRATIONS. YOUR SOP SHOULD BE A COMPELLING NARRATIVE THAT SHOWCASES YOUR INTELLECTUAL
JOURNEY, YOUR RESEARCH EXPERIENCES, AND YOUR MOTIVATIONS FOR PURSUING A PH.D. AT UIUC. IT SHOULD BE CLEAR,
CONCISE, AND FREE OF JARGON WHERE POSSIBLE, WHILE STILL DEMONSTRATING YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF COMPLEX PHYSICS
CONCEPTS. HIGHLIGHT SPECIFIC RESEARCH QUESTIONS THAT INTRIGUE YOU AND EXPLAIN HOW YOUR PAST EXPERIENCES HAVE
PREPARED YOU TO TACKLE THEM. MENTIONING SPECIFIC FACULTY MEMBERS AND THEIR RESEARCH IS VITAL, BUT ENSURE YOU
EXPLAIN WHY THEIR WORK ALIGNS WITH YOUR INTERESTS.

Your CV SHOULD BE A WELL-ORGANIZED AND COMPREHENSIVE DOCUMENT THAT DETAILS YOUR ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS,
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE, PUBLICATIONS, PRESENTATIONS, AW ARDS, AND RELEVANT SKILLS. FOR RESEARCH EXPERIENCE, GO BEYOND
JUST LISTING THE PROJECT, BRIEFLY DESCRIBE YOUR ROLE AND ANY SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS. FOR PUBLICATIONS AND
PRESENTATIONS, PROVIDE FULL CITATIONS AND CLEARLY INDICATE YOUR LEVEL OF CONTRIBUTION (E.G., FIRST AUTHOR, CO-
AUTHOR). A STRONG SOP AND A METICULOUSLY PREPARED CV WORK IN TANDEM TO PRESENT A POWERFUL CASE FOR YOUR
ADMISSION.

THe Uluc PHYsIcs PHD EXPERIENCE

EMBARKING ON A PH.D. JOURNEY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS URBANA-CHAMPAIGN (UIUC) PHYSICS DEPARTMENT OFFERS
AN UNPARALLELED OPPORTUNITY FOR ADVANCED STUDY AND CUTTING-EDGE RESEARCH. RENOWNED FOR ITS ACADEMIC RIGOR,
EXCEPTIONAL FACULTY, AND VIBRANT RESEARCH ENVIRONMENT, UIUC PROVIDES A FERTILE GROUND FOR ASPIRING PHYSICISTS
TO DEVELOP THEIR SKILLS AND MAKE SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE FIELD. T HE EXPERIENCE IS CHARACTERIZED BY A DEEP
DIVE INTO THEORETICAL AND EXPERIMENTAL PHYSICS, CLOSE MENTORSHIP, AND COLLABORATION WITHIN A WORLD-CLASS
RESEARCH INSTITUTION.

W orLD-CLASS FACULTY AND RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES

THe UIUC PHYsIcs DEPARTMENT BOASTS A FACULTY COMPRISED OF LEADING RESEARCHERS WHO ARE AT THE FOREFRONT OF
THEIR RESPECTIVE FIELDS. FROM CONDENSED MATTER PHYSICS AND PARTICLE PHYSICS TO ASTROPHYSICS AND BIOPHYSICS, THE
BREADTH AND DEPTH OF EXPERTISE ARE TRULY IMPRESSIVE. THIS DIVERSE FACULTY PROVIDES STUDENTS WITH ACCESS TO A
WIDE ARRAY OF RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES, ALLOWING THEM TO PURSUE THEIR SPECIFIC INTERESTS WITHIN HIGHLY DYNAMIC AND
\WELL-FUNDED RESEARCH GROUPS. STUDENTS OFTEN HAVE THE CHANCE TO WORK ON PROJECTS THAT ARE SHAPING THE FUTURE
OF PHYSICS, CONTRIBUTING TO GROUNDBREAKING DISCOVERIES AND TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS.



THE DEPARTMENT ENCOURAGES INTERDISCIPLINARY COLLABORATION, ALLOWING STUDENTS TO EXPLORE CONNECTIONS BETWEEN
DIFFERENT AREAS OF PHYSICS AND EVEN WITH OTHER SCIENTIFIC DISCIPLINES. THIS FOSTERS A HOLISTIC UNDERSTANDING OF
SCIENTIFIC INQUIRY AND PREPARES GRADUATES FOR A WIDE RANGE OF CAREER PATHS, BOTH WITHIN AND BEYOND ACADEMIA. THE
AVAILABILITY OF STATE-OF-THE-ART FACILITIES AND RESOURCES FURTHER ENHANCES THE RESEARCH EXPERIENCE, ENABLING
STUDENTS TO CONDUCT AMBITIOUS AND IMPACTFUL RESEARCH.

A RIGoroUS AND REWARDING ACADEMIC ENVIRONMENT

THE ACADEMIC CURRICULUM AT UIUC FOR ITS PH.D. PROGRAM IS DESIGNED TO BE BOTH CHALLENGING AND COMPREHENSIVE.
STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO BUILD A STRONG FOUNDATION IN CORE PHYSICS AREAS THROUGH ADVANCED COURSEW ORK, WHICH
IS OFTEN FOLLOWED BY COMPREHENSIVE QUALIFYING EXAMINATIONS. THIS RIGOROUS ACADEMIC PREPARATION ENSURES THAT
GRADUATES POSSESS A DEEP THEORETICAL UNDERSTANDING NECESSARY FOR INDEPENDENT RESEARCH AND CRITICAL THINKING. THE
COURSEWORK NOT ONLY COVERS ESTABLISHED PRINCIPLES BUT ALSO INTRODUCES STUDENTS TO THE LATEST THEORETICAL
DEVELOPMENTS AND EXPERIMENTAL TECHNIQUES.

Bevonp COURSEWORK, THE PH.D. EXPERIENCE IS LARGELY DRIVEN BY RESEARCH. STUDENTS WORK CLOSELY WITH THEIR
FACULTY ADVISORS TO DEFINE RESEARCH PROJECTS, DEVELOP HYPOTHESES, CONDUCT EXPERIMENTS OR THEORETICAL
CALCULATIONS, AND ANALYZE RESULTS. THIS HANDS-ON RESEARCH EXPERIENCE IS INVALUABLE, FOSTERING PROBLEM~SOLVING
SKILLS, CREATIVITY, AND RESILIENCE. THE DEPARTMENT SUPPORTS ITS STUDENTS THROUGH VARIOUS AVENUES, INCLUDING
TEACHING ASSISTANTSHIPS AND RESEARCH ASSISTANTSHIPS, WHICH PROVIDE FINANCIAL SUPPORT AND PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE IN
MENTORSHIP AND PROJECT MANAGEMENT.

GRADUATE STUDENT LIFE AND SUPPORT

LIFE AS A GRADUATE STUDENT AT UIUC EXTENDS BEYOND ACADEMICS AND RESEARCH. THE DEPARTMENT FOSTERS A
SUPPORTIVE AND COLLABORATIVE COMMUNITY AMONG ITS GRADUATE STUDENTS. OPPORTUNITIES FOR INTERACTION ABOUND
THROUGH SEMINARS, COLLOQUIA, SOCIAL EVENTS, AND STUDENT-RUN ORGANIZATIONS. THIS CREATES A STRONG SENSE OF
CAMARADERIE AND PROVIDES A NETWORK FOR ACADEMIC AND PERSONAL SUPPORT. THE UNIVERSITY ALSO OFFERS A WIDE RANGE
OF SERVICES, INCLUDING CAREER COUNSELING, MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCES, AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT \WORKSHOPS, TO
ENSURE STUDENTS HAVE THE RESOURCES THEY NEED TO THRIVE BOTH ACADEMICALLY AND PERSONALLY.

THe VIBRANT CAMPUS LIFE AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN, COUPLED WITH THE STRONG SENSE OF COMMUNITY WITHIN THE PHYSICS
DEPARTMENT, MAKES FOR A WELL-ROUNDED GRADUATE SCHOOL EXPERIENCE. GRADUATES FROM THE UIUC PHysics PH.D.
PROGRAM ARE HIGHLY SOUGHT AFTER BY ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS, NATIONAL LABORATORIES, AND INDUSTRY, TESTAMENT TO
THE QUALITY OF EDUCATION AND RESEARCH TRAINING THEY RECEIVE. THE SKILLS DEVELOPED——CRITICAL THINKING, PROBLEM-
SOLVING, DATA ANALYSIS, AND SCIENTIFIC COMMUNICATION—ARE TRANSFERABLE AND HIGHLY VALUED IN A DIVERSE RANGE OF
PROFESSIONAL SETTINGS.

THe PATH To A UIUC PHysIcs PH.D. IS DEMANDING, BUT FOR THOSE WHO ARE PASSIONATE ABOUT PHYSICS AND POSSESS THE
DEDICATION AND INTELLECTUAL CURIOSITY, THE REWARDS ARE IMMENSE. | HE PROGRAM OFFERS NOT JUST ADVANCED TRAINING
BUT A TRANSFORMATIVE EXPERIENCE THAT PREPARES GRADUATES TO BECOME LEADERS AND INNOVATORS IN THE FIELD OF
PHYSICS AND BEYOND. THE RIGOROUS ACADEMIC ENVIRONMENT, COUPLED WITH EXTENSIVE RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES AND A
SUPPORTIVE COMMUNITY, MAKES UIUC A PREMIER DESTINATION FOR DOCTORAL STUDIES IN PHYSICS.

FAQ



Q: WHAT 1s THE AVERAGE UIUC PHYSICS PHD ACCEPTANCE RATE?

A: W/HILE THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS URBANA-CHAMPAIGN PHYSICS DEPARTMENT DOES NOT ALWAYS PUBLISH A SINGLE,
DEFINITIVE ACCEPTANCE RATE, IT IS WIDELY UNDERSTOOD TO BE HIGHLY SELECTIVE, TYPICALLY FALLING WITHIN THE 5-10%
RANGE. THIS INDICATES THAT ADMISSION IS VERY COMPETITIVE DUE TO THE LARGE NUMBER OF HIGHLY QUALIFIED APPLICANTS
VYING FOR A LIMITED NUMBER OF POSITIONS.

Q: How IMPORTANT ARE GRE scores FOR THE UIUC PHYsICS PHD APPLICATION?

A: THe iIMPORTANCE OF GRE scores For UIUC PHysICs PHD APPLICATIONS CAN VARY, AND IT'S CRUCIAL TO CHECK THE
MOST CURRENT DEPARTMENTAL REQUIREMENTS AS THESE CAN CHANGE. HISTORICALLY, STRONG SCORES, PARTICULARLY IN THE
QUANTITATIVE REASONING SECTION AND POTENTIALLY THE PHYSICS SUBJECT TEST, HAVE BEEN BENEFICIAL. HOWEVER, MANY
PROGRAMS ARE INCREASINGLY ADOPTING A HOLISTIC REVIEW PROCESS WHERE GRE SCORES ARE ONE FACTOR AMONG MANY, AND
OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE IN RESEARCH AND LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION CAN OFTEN COMPENSATE FOR LESS-THAN-STELLAR
GRE scores.

Q: WHAT KIND OF RESEARCH EXPERIENCE IS MOST VALUED FOR UIUC PHysics PHD
ADMISSIONS?

A: THe UIUC PHYsICS DEPARTMENT HIGHLY VALUES SUBSTANTIAL AND MEANINGFUL RESEARCH EXPERIENCE. THIS INCLUDES
UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH ASSISTANTSHIPS, PARTICIPATION IN REU PROGRAMS, INTERNSHIPS AT RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS, OR
SIGNIFICANT INDEPENDENT PROJECTS. THE DEPARTMENT LOOKS FOR EVIDENCE OF INTELLECTUAL CURIOSITY, PROBLEM-SOLVING
SKILLS, A DEEP UNDERSTANDING OF THE RESEARCH PROCESS, AND THE ABILITY TO CONTRIBUTE TO ONGOING PROJECTS.
CONTRIBUTIONS TO PUBLICATIONS OR CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS ARE PARTICULARLY ADVANTAGEOUS.

Q: How MANY RECOMMENDATION LETTERS ARE TYPICALLY REQUIRED FOR THE UIUC
PHYsIcs PHD APPLICATION?

A: TypicaLLy, THE UIUC PHysIcs PHD PROGRAM REQUIRES THREE LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION. |T IS STRONGLY ADVISED
THAT THESE LETTERS COME FROM INDIVIDUALS WHO KNOW YOU WELL IN AN ACADEMIC OR RESEARCH CAPACITY, SUCH AS
PROFESSORS OR RESEARCH SUPERVISORS, WHO CAN SPEAK SPECIFICALLY TO YOUR ABILITIES AND POTENTIAL FOR GRADUATE-
LEVEL STUDY.

Q: Is 1T BeNEFICIAL TO CONTACT UIUC PHYSICS FACULTY MEMBERS BEFORE APPLYING
FOR THE PHD PROGRAM?

A: WHILE SHOWING GENUINE INTEREST IN A SPECIFIC PROFESSOR’S RESEARCH BY MENTIONING THEM IN YOUR STATEMENT OF
PURPOSE IS CRUCIAL, UNSOLICITED EMAILS OR DIRECT CONTACT WITH FACULTY MEMBERS BEFORE APPLYING IS GENERALLY NOT
RECOMMENDED AND CAN SOMETIMES BE VIEWED NEGATIVELY. THE ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE PREFERS TO EVALUATE APPLICATIONS
HOLISTICALLY BASED ON THE SUBMITTED MATERIALS. INSTEAD OF DIRECT CONTACT, FOCUS ON DEMONSTRATING YOUR
KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR WORK THROUGH YOUR APPLICATION DOCUMENTS.

Q: WHAT ARE THE KEY COMPONENTS OF A STRONG STATEMENT OF PURPOSE FOR THE
UIUC PHysiIcs PHD?

A: A STRONG STATEMENT OF PURPOSE FOR THE UIUC PHYSICS PHD SHOULD CLEARLY ARTICULATE YOUR SPECIFIC RESEARCH
INTERESTS WITHIN PHYSICS, IDENTIFY FACULTY MEMBERS WHOSE RESEARCH ALIGNS WITH YOURS AND EXPLAIN WHY, DISCUSS
YOUR PAST RESEARCH EXPERIENCES AND WHAT YOU LEARNED, AND OUTLINE YOUR LONG-TERM CAREER GOALS. |T NEEDS TO BE
WELL-WRITTEN, SPECIFIC, AND DEMONSTRATE A THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING OF THE DEPARTMENT AND ITS RESEARCH STRENGTHS.



Q: WHAT IS THE TYPICAL COHORT Size FOR THE UIUC PHysIcs PHD PROGRAM?

A: THE UIUC PHYsIcs DEPARTMENT TYPICALLY ADMITS A COHORT OF AROUND 30-40 STUDENTS EACH YEAR FOR ITS PHD
PROGRAM. THIS NUMBER CAN FLUCTUATE BASED ON THE APPLICANT POOL’'S STRENGTH AND THE DEPARTMENT'S ENROLLMENT
GOALS.

Q: ARE THERE SPECIFIC GPA REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMISSION To THE UIUC PHysICS
PHD PROGRAM?

A: WHILE THERE ISN'T A STRICT MINIMUM GPA THAT GUARANTEES ADMISSION, A HIGHLY COMPETITIVE GPA IS ESSENTIAL.
SUCCESSFUL APPLICANTS TYPICALLY HAVE UNDERGRADUATE GPAS WELL ABOVE 35/ WITH A STRONG EMPHASIS ON GRADES
IN PHYSICS AND MATHEMATICS COURSES. THE DEPARTMENT EVALUATES ACADEMIC RECORDS HOLISTICALLY, CONSIDERING THE
RIGOR OF YOUR UNDERGRADUATE INSTITUTION AND COURSE\W ORK.
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