
what the bible says about physics
what the bible says about physics is a fascinating exploration of how ancient scripture can intersect
with modern scientific understanding. While the Bible is not a science textbook, its narratives and
poetic descriptions often allude to foundational principles of the natural world, sparking contemplation
about creation, order, and the laws that govern the universe. This article delves into key biblical
passages that touch upon concepts relevant to physics, examining themes such as the origin of the
universe, the immutability of natural laws, the nature of light and energy, and the intricate design
evident in creation. We will explore how these ancient texts, viewed through a contemporary lens,
can inspire awe and reflection on the very fabric of reality.
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The Bible's Perspective on the Universe's Origin

When we turn to the opening verses of the Bible, specifically Genesis 1:1, we encounter a profound
statement: "In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth." This declaration immediately
sets the stage for a divinely initiated cosmic event, a foundational concept that resonates with the
scientific quest to understand the Big Bang. While Genesis doesn't offer a step-by-step cosmological
model, its emphasis on creation ex nihilo – out of nothing – speaks to a singular starting point from
which all matter, energy, space, and time emerged. This contrasts sharply with theories of an eternal,
uncaused universe, pointing instead to a deliberate act of bringing the cosmos into being.

The Genesis account describes a sequential process of creation, where light, land, seas, and celestial
bodies are brought into existence over distinct periods. This structured unfolding can be seen as
mirroring the observable universe's development, hinting at an underlying order and progression.
While the "days" of creation are often debated in their interpretation – whether literal 24-hour periods
or vast epochs – the overarching narrative emphasizes a purposeful and organized emergence of the
cosmos, not a chaotic, random occurrence. This concept of an ordered beginning is crucial when
considering what the Bible says about physics, as physics itself is the study of this very order.

The Laws of Nature: Divine Ordinances or Scientific
Principles?

A core aspect of physics is the study of immutable laws that govern the universe – from gravity
holding planets in orbit to the principles of thermodynamics dictating energy flow. The Bible often



portrays these laws not as accidental phenomena but as divine ordinances, established by the
Creator. Jeremiah 33:25 famously states, "I have made a covenant with the day and with the night
and have not set the ordinances of the heavens and the earth aside." This verse suggests a
persistent, reliable framework for the natural world, one that God Himself has established and
upholds. This perspective aligns with the scientific observation that the laws of physics appear to be
consistent throughout the observable universe and across time.

Consider the predictable nature of seasons, the ebb and flow of tides, or the way objects fall when
dropped. These are not arbitrary events; they are governed by principles that can be understood and
quantified. The biblical assertion of God upholding these "ordinances" implies a deep-seated order
and regularity in the universe. This regularity is precisely what makes scientific inquiry possible. If the
universe were chaotic and unpredictable, physics as a discipline would be untenable. Therefore, what
the Bible says about physics, in this context, is that the very order scientists observe is a testament to
a divine lawgiver who established and sustains these fundamental operational principles.

The Concept of Causality

The biblical narrative inherently operates on the principle of causality – actions have consequences,
and events have preceding causes. This is fundamental to our understanding of the physical world.
When God speaks creation into existence, His word is the efficient cause. This mirrors scientific
causality, where forces and conditions lead to specific outcomes. The Bible doesn't present a universe
governed by chance, but one where God's actions and pronouncements are the primary causal
agents, leading to the predictable outcomes we observe in the physical realm.

The Unchanging Nature of Physical Laws

The Bible often emphasizes God's faithfulness and immutability, and this can be seen as extending to
the laws He established for creation. While supernatural interventions are described, the everyday
functioning of the universe operates according to consistent principles. This consistency is a
cornerstone of physics. For instance, the laws of motion and electromagnetism behave the same way
today as they did yesterday, and as far as we can tell, as they did billions of years ago. The biblical
view supports this by presenting a God who is not capricious but has established reliable systems for
the cosmos.

Biblical References to Light and Energy

Light is a fundamental concept in both physics and scripture. In Genesis 1:3, the first act of creation
after the initial forming of the heavens and earth is "Let there be light." This highlights light's primacy
in bringing order and visibility to the nascent universe. Physics understands light as a form of
electromagnetic radiation, carrying energy and enabling us to perceive the world. The biblical
emphasis on light's initial appearance suggests its essential role in the functioning of the created
order, a role mirrored by its importance in scientific understanding.



Beyond the physical aspect of light, scripture also uses light metaphorically to represent truth,
knowledge, and the divine presence. "God is light; in him there is no darkness at all" (1 John 1:5). This
dual understanding – the physical phenomenon and its spiritual significance – adds a layer of richness
to contemplating what the Bible says about physics. It suggests that the Creator, who is Himself light,
brought into being the physical manifestation of light that illuminates our world and allows for the
study of optics and the broader electromagnetic spectrum.

The Nature of Energy

While the Bible doesn't use the term "energy" in the modern scientific sense, its descriptions of God's
power and sustaining force can be interpreted in ways that resonate with physical principles. God's
omnipresence and omnipotence imply a force that permeates and sustains all existence, akin to a
universal energy field. The creative power described in Genesis, the power that brought forth the
universe, is the ultimate source of all energy that exists within it. The biblical understanding of a
boundless, active God certainly aligns with the concept of an underlying, all-pervading energy that
drives the universe's processes.

Cosmic Structures and Forces

Passages like Job 38:31-33 speak of celestial arrangements: "Can you bind the chains of the Pleiades?
Can you loosen Orion's belt? Can you bring forth the constellations in their seasons or guide the Bear
with her cubs?" These poetic inquiries refer to the observable, ordered movements of stars and
constellations. From a physics perspective, these movements are governed by gravity and orbital
mechanics. The Bible acknowledges these grand celestial structures and their predictable patterns,
implicitly recognizing the forces that hold them together and guide their paths. This points to a
universe that is not only created but also meticulously organized, with underlying forces at play.

The Order and Design in Creation

One of the most compelling arguments for the intersection of biblical thought and physics lies in the
concept of intelligent design. The intricate complexity and fine-tuning of the universe, as revealed by
physics, are often seen as evidence of a deliberate Creator. From the precise values of fundamental
constants to the elegant laws governing particle interactions, the universe appears remarkably well-
suited for life. The Bible consistently points to the natural world as a testament to God's power,
wisdom, and glory.

Psalm 19:1 states, "The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands."
This declaration isn't just about the beauty of the night sky; it's about the underlying order, the
predictable laws, and the sheer vastness that speaks of a divine intelligence. When physicists uncover
the fundamental forces, the laws of thermodynamics, the quantum mechanics governing subatomic
particles, or the astrophysics explaining the formation of galaxies, they are essentially observing the
intricate workings of a divinely orchestrated system. What the Bible says about physics, in this sense,
is that the very order and design that science seeks to understand are profound indicators of a



Creator's handiwork.

Fine-Tuning of the Universe

Modern physics has revealed that many fundamental physical constants (like the strength of gravity
or the charge of an electron) are set within incredibly narrow ranges. If these values were even
slightly different, the universe as we know it, and life itself, would be impossible. This "fine-tuning" is
a powerful observation that has led many scientists to infer design. The Bible’s perspective,
highlighting God's deliberate creation, provides a theological framework for understanding this cosmic
precision. It suggests that the universe wasn't an accident but was intentionally designed to function
and, for many believers, to support life.

The Interconnectedness of Natural Systems

Physics also reveals how different forces and laws are interconnected. For example,
electromagnetism is crucial for chemistry, which in turn is fundamental to biology. Gravity shapes the
large-scale structure of the universe, influencing everything from star formation to the orbits of
planets. The Bible, while not detailing these scientific interconnections, often speaks of the unified
nature of God's creation, where all things work together. The biblical worldview, therefore, aligns with
the scientific discovery that the universe is not a collection of isolated phenomena but a cohesive,
interconnected system orchestrated by a single Creator.

Physics and Faith: A Harmonious Relationship?

The question of how faith and physics interact is a perennial one. For many, these two domains are
not in conflict but can offer complementary perspectives on reality. Understanding the laws of physics
can deepen one's appreciation for the intricate mechanisms of creation, while faith can provide a
framework for interpreting the ultimate meaning and purpose behind the scientific discoveries. The
Bible doesn't present a conflict with natural law; rather, it presents a Creator who established and
sustains those laws. Therefore, engaging with physics can be seen as exploring the Creator's
handiwork in greater detail.

The awe inspired by contemplating the vastness of the cosmos, the elegance of physical laws, or the
complexity of biological systems can be a bridge between scientific inquiry and spiritual reflection.
When we grapple with what the Bible says about physics, we find that it encourages a view of the
universe as purposeful, ordered, and rich with meaning. This perspective can enhance, rather than
diminish, the wonder of scientific exploration. The pursuit of knowledge about the physical world,
viewed through a biblical lens, can lead to a deeper reverence for the Creator and a more profound
understanding of our place within His creation.



Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Does the Bible explicitly mention scientific laws like gravity
or Newton's laws of motion?
A: No, the Bible does not explicitly mention scientific laws by name, such as gravity or Newton's laws
of motion. These are modern scientific classifications and terminology. However, the Bible does
describe observable phenomena and the order of the universe in ways that are consistent with these
laws, often attributing them to God's design and governance.

Q: How does the Bible's creation account in Genesis relate to
the Big Bang theory?
A: The Bible's creation account in Genesis describes a singular beginning to the universe and a
sequential unfolding of creation. While not a scientific model, it aligns with the concept of a universe
that had a definite start, similar to the Big Bang theory. The Genesis account emphasizes a divine
initiation and ordering of the cosmos, providing a theological framework for understanding the
universe's origin.

Q: Does the Bible discuss the concept of energy in a scientific
sense?
A: The Bible does not use the term "energy" in the modern scientific definition. However, it frequently
speaks of God's power, His life-giving spirit, and His active presence that sustains and permeates
creation. These descriptions can be interpreted metaphorically or analogously to the concept of an
underlying, omnipresent force or energy that governs the universe.

Q: Can the Bible's descriptions of natural phenomena be
interpreted as early scientific observations?
A: While the Bible is not a scientific textbook and its primary purpose is theological and spiritual,
some passages describe natural phenomena in ways that reflect an accurate observation of the
world. For example, references to celestial movements, the water cycle, and the earth's structure,
though poetic, are not contrary to scientific understanding. However, these are not scientific
observations in the empirical, systematic sense.

Q: Does the Bible suggest that natural laws are fixed and
unchanging?
A: Yes, the Bible strongly suggests that the natural laws are fixed and unchanging, as they are seen
as divine ordinances established by God. Passages like Jeremiah 33:25, stating that God has not set
aside the ordinances of the heavens and the earth, imply a divine commitment to the regularity and
reliability of these natural principles, which is fundamental to physics.



Q: How does the Bible view the intricate design found in the
universe?
A: The Bible consistently portrays the universe as a testament to God's glory, wisdom, and power,
implying intelligent design. Passages like Psalm 19:1 ("The heavens declare the glory of God; the
skies proclaim the work of his hands") suggest that the order, complexity, and beauty of the natural
world are evidence of a deliberate Creator. This aligns with the scientific observation of fine-tuning
and intricate systems in physics.
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