
eugenics ap psychology definition
eugenics ap psychology definition is a complex term that integrates concepts from psychology
and genetics, referring specifically to the study and application of improving the genetic quality of a
human population. In the context of AP Psychology, it is essential to understand how eugenics has
influenced psychological theories, ethical considerations, and societal implications. This article will
delve into the historical background of eugenics, its psychological implications, the ethical debates
surrounding the practice, and its relevance in contemporary discussions in psychology. By the end of
this article, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of eugenics within the realm of AP
Psychology, including its definition, applications, and the lasting impact it has had on society.
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Introduction to Eugenics
Eugenics is often described as a movement aimed at improving the genetic quality of human
populations. This concept has roots in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, coinciding with
advancements in genetics and a growing interest in heredity. The term itself, derived from the Greek
word "eugenes," meaning "well-born," encapsulates the belief that certain traits can be enhanced or
eliminated through selective breeding. In AP Psychology, understanding eugenics involves examining
its psychological dimensions, including how it intersects with human behavior, intelligence, and social
policies.

To fully appreciate the implications of eugenics, it is crucial to explore its historical context, key
concepts, and psychological ramifications. Furthermore, the ethical debates surrounding eugenics
continue to shape discussions in psychology, especially considering the prevalence of genetic testing
and manipulation in contemporary society. This article aims to provide a thorough examination of
eugenics as it pertains to AP Psychology, shedding light on its definition, historical significance, and
ongoing relevance.



Historical Background of Eugenics
The history of eugenics can be traced back to the late 19th century when Francis Galton, a cousin of
Charles Darwin, introduced the concept of eugenics as a scientific approach to improving human
populations. Galton believed that intelligence and other desirable traits were hereditary and could be
enhanced through selective breeding. This idea gained traction in various countries, leading to the
establishment of eugenics movements that promoted the idea of "better" human beings through
controlled reproduction.

In the early 20th century, eugenics became associated with social policies aimed at controlling
reproduction among certain populations deemed "unfit." This included individuals with mental
disabilities, those from lower socioeconomic backgrounds, and various ethnic groups. The movement
was influential in shaping public health policies, leading to forced sterilizations and marriage
restrictions in many countries, including the United States and Germany.

The Role of Eugenics in the U.S.
In the United States, eugenics gained significant support among scientists, policymakers, and the
public. Organizations such as the American Eugenics Society were formed to promote eugenic
principles. Laws were enacted in various states to enforce sterilization of individuals considered unfit
to reproduce. These policies were often justified by pseudoscientific claims about genetics and
intelligence.

The Impact of Eugenics in Europe
In Europe, particularly in Germany, eugenic ideas laid the groundwork for the atrocities of the
Holocaust. The Nazi regime adopted eugenics as a core component of its ideology, implementing
brutal
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