
fielding graduate university clinical psychology

fielding graduate university clinical psychology is a comprehensive program designed to equip students
with the skills and knowledge needed for a successful career in clinical psychology. This article delves into
the intricacies of this program, exploring its curriculum, admission requirements, and career prospects
while emphasizing the importance of ethical practices in psychology. As the field continues to evolve,
understanding the key components of Fielding Graduate University's approach will help prospective
students make informed decisions. We will also highlight the unique features that set the program apart
and offer insights into what to expect as a student.

To provide clarity and structure, we will outline the main topics covered in this article:

Overview of Fielding Graduate University

Clinical Psychology Program Details

Curriculum Breakdown

Admission Requirements

Career Opportunities

Ethical Considerations in Clinical Psychology

Student Support and Resources

Conclusion

Overview of Fielding Graduate University

Fielding Graduate University is renowned for its commitment to innovative education in the field of
psychology. Founded in 1974, it offers a unique approach that emphasizes social justice, diversity, and
experiential learning. The university caters to professionals who seek to advance their knowledge while
balancing their personal and professional lives.

One of the defining features of Fielding is its focus on a distributed learning model, which allows students
to engage in both online and in-person learning experiences. This flexibility is particularly advantageous



for those who may be working or have other commitments while pursuing their education. Fielding's
clinical psychology program is designed to prepare students to become proficient practitioners, researchers,
and educators within the mental health field.

Furthermore, Fielding Graduate University promotes a collaborative learning environment where
students can connect with faculty members and peers, fostering a strong sense of community and support.
This creates an enriching educational experience that encourages self-discovery and professional growth.

Clinical Psychology Program Details

The clinical psychology program at Fielding Graduate University is structured to offer a comprehensive
education that integrates theory, research, and practice. The program aims to develop graduates who are
not only skilled practitioners but also critical thinkers and advocates for mental health.

Program Structure

The program is typically offered as a Doctor of Psychology (PsyD) degree, which prepares students for
clinical practice. The curriculum focuses on a blend of psychological theory, assessment techniques, and
therapeutic interventions. Students engage in hands-on training through practicum experiences, where
they apply their learning in real-world settings.

Specializations

Fielding offers various specializations within the clinical psychology program, allowing students to tailor
their education to their interests and career goals. Some of these specializations include:

Child and Adolescent Psychology

Health Psychology

Forensic Psychology

Couples and Family Therapy

Trauma Psychology



Each specialization includes targeted coursework and practical experiences that prepare students for specific
populations and contexts within the field.

Curriculum Breakdown

The curriculum at Fielding Graduate University is designed to equip students with a broad range of skills
necessary for effective practice in clinical psychology. The program emphasizes both theoretical foundations
and practical application.

Core Courses

Students are required to complete a series of core courses that cover essential topics in psychology. These
courses typically include:

Psychological Assessment

Cognitive Behavioral Therapy

Developmental Psychology

Research Methods and Statistics

Ethics and Professional Issues

These core courses provide a robust foundation that supports students as they progress into more specialized
areas of study.

Practicum and Internship Experiences

A critical component of the Fielding program is the practicum and internship experiences. These hands-on
opportunities allow students to work directly with clients under the supervision of licensed professionals.
This real-world experience is invaluable, as it helps students to apply their knowledge, develop clinical
skills, and gain confidence in their abilities.

Students typically complete several hours of supervised clinical work, culminating in an internship that



further hones their expertise. This practical training is essential for meeting the licensing requirements in
many states.

Admission Requirements

Prospective students interested in the clinical psychology program at Fielding Graduate University must
meet specific admission criteria. Understanding these requirements is crucial for those looking to apply.

Educational Background

Candidates must possess a bachelor's degree from an accredited institution. While a degree in psychology is
preferred, students from diverse academic backgrounds are encouraged to apply.

Application Components

The application process includes several key components:

Completed application form

Official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions

Letters of recommendation (typically two or three)

Personal statement outlining the applicant’s interest in clinical psychology and career goals

Resume or CV

It is important for applicants to carefully prepare their materials, as the admissions committee looks for
evidence of academic ability, relevant experience, and a clear passion for the field.

Career Opportunities

Graduates of the clinical psychology program at Fielding Graduate University are well-prepared to enter a



variety of career paths within the mental health field. The training received during the program equips
them with the skills needed to work in diverse settings.

Potential Job Roles

Some of the career options available to graduates include:

Clinical Psychologist

Psychological Consultant

Researcher in Psychology

School Psychologist

Health Care Administrator

These roles can be found in various environments, such as hospitals, private practice, schools, and
community organizations.

Licensure and Certification

To practice as a clinical psychologist, graduates must obtain licensure in their respective states. This process
typically involves passing a licensing exam and completing a designated number of supervised hours.
Fielding Graduate University prepares students for these requirements through its rigorous training and
support.

Ethical Considerations in Clinical Psychology

Ethics play a vital role in the practice of clinical psychology. Fielding Graduate University emphasizes the
importance of ethical considerations throughout its curriculum, ensuring that students are well-versed in
the standards of practice.



Understanding Ethical Guidelines

Students are taught to navigate ethical dilemmas, maintain confidentiality, and understand informed
consent. They learn about the American Psychological Association's (APA) ethical guidelines and how to
apply them in their practice.

Importance of Cultural Competence

Cultural competence is another critical ethical consideration. The program encourages students to appreciate
and understand diversity in their client interactions. This understanding helps psychologists to provide
more effective and respectful care to individuals from varied backgrounds.

Student Support and Resources

Fielding Graduate University provides extensive support and resources to help students succeed in their
academic and professional journeys.

Academic Support

Students have access to academic advisors who guide them through their educational experience. This
support is crucial for navigating coursework, practicum placements, and internship requirements.

Community and Networking Opportunities

Fielding fosters a sense of community among its students through networking events, workshops, and
conferences. These opportunities allow students to connect with professionals in the field and build
relationships that can be beneficial for their careers.

Conclusion

Fielding Graduate University’s clinical psychology program offers a robust and flexible education tailored
for aspiring psychologists. With a strong emphasis on ethical practice, diverse specializations, and hands-on
training, graduates are well-equipped to meet the challenges of the mental health field. As prospective
students consider their options, understanding the unique features of Fielding's program will help them



make informed decisions about their future in clinical psychology.

Q: What is the duration of the clinical psychology program at Fielding
Graduate University?
A: The clinical psychology program typically takes four to five years to complete, including coursework,
practicum, and internship experiences.

Q: Is the clinical psychology program offered online?
A: Yes, Fielding Graduate University employs a distributed learning model, allowing students to complete
coursework online while participating in in-person practicum experiences.

Q: What types of financial aid are available for students?
A: Fielding offers various financial aid options, including scholarships, grants, and loans. Students are
encouraged to explore these resources during the application process.

Q: Are there opportunities for research within the program?
A: Yes, students are encouraged to engage in research projects throughout their studies, often collaborating
with faculty members on current psychological issues.

Q: What is the focus of the ethical training in the clinical psychology
program?
A: The program emphasizes the importance of understanding ethical guidelines, maintaining
confidentiality, and practicing cultural competence in clinical settings.

Q: Can students work while enrolled in the program?
A: Most students find that the flexible schedule allows them to work part-time while completing their
studies, although this varies by individual circumstance.

Q: What types of internships do students typically pursue?
A: Internships can be found in various settings, including hospitals, community mental health centers,
schools, and private practices, allowing for a diverse range of clinical experiences.



Q: Do graduates find employment easily after completing the program?
A: Graduates from Fielding’s clinical psychology program are well-prepared for the job market, often
finding positions within a few months of graduation due to the program's strong reputation and
comprehensive training.

Q: How does Fielding support student well-being during the program?
A: Fielding provides counseling services, wellness workshops, and peer support groups to help students
manage the challenges of rigorous academic training.

Q: What distinguishes Fielding’s clinical psychology program from other
institutions?
A: Fielding’s emphasis on a distributed learning model, social justice, diversity, and strong community
connections sets it apart from many traditional clinical psychology programs.
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