
fordham clinical psychology

fordham clinical psychology is a field that combines rigorous academic training with practical experience, aiming
to prepare students for a successful career in mental health. At Fordham University, the clinical psychology
program is renowned for its emphasis on evidence-based practices and a commitment to social justice. This
article will provide a comprehensive overview of Fordham's clinical psychology program, including its
curriculum, faculty, research opportunities, and career prospects. Additionally, we will explore the unique
features that set Fordham apart in the realm of clinical psychology education. Whether you are considering
applying or simply curious about the program, this article will serve as a valuable resource.
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Program Overview

The Fordham Clinical Psychology program is designed to provide students with a comprehensive education that
prepares them for various roles in the field of psychology. This program is rooted in the scientist-practitioner
model, which emphasizes the integration of scientific research and clinical practice. Students are trained to not
only understand psychological theories but also to apply them in real-world settings.

This program typically spans five years, culminating in a doctoral degree. The first half of the program
focuses on foundational knowledge in psychology, covering essential topics such as psychological
assessment, intervention strategies, and ethical considerations in practice. The latter half emphasizes
specialized training through clinical practicums and research opportunities, ensuring that students graduate
with both theoretical knowledge and practical skills.

Curriculum Details

The curriculum at Fordham's Clinical Psychology program is carefully crafted to ensure comprehensive
coverage of key psychological concepts and practices. Students engage in a wide array of coursework that
addresses both foundational and advanced topics in psychology.



Core Courses

Core courses are essential for building a solid foundation in clinical psychology. These may include:

Psychological Assessment

Developmental Psychology

Research Methods and Statistics

Ethics and Professional Issues in Psychology

Cognitive and Behavioral Therapies

By completing these core courses, students develop a comprehensive understanding of the theoretical
underpinnings of psychology and the skills necessary for effective clinical practice.

Elective Courses

In addition to core courses, students have the opportunity to select elective courses that align with their
interests and career goals. Electives may cover topics such as:

Child and Adolescent Psychology

Trauma and Resilience

Health Psychology

Neuropsychology

Couples and Family Therapy

These electives allow students to tailor their education and gain expertise in specific areas of clinical
psychology.

Faculty Expertise

The faculty at Fordham University is comprised of distinguished professionals who bring a wealth of knowledge
and experience to the program. Many faculty members are actively engaged in research and are recognized leaders
in their respective fields.

Students benefit from close mentorship and guidance from faculty, who are dedicated to fostering their
academic and professional growth. Faculty members often involve students in their research projects, providing
invaluable hands-on experience that enhances learning and contributes to students' professional development.

Moreover, the diverse expertise of the faculty ensures that students are exposed to a wide range of
perspectives and approaches within clinical psychology, further enriching their education.

Research Opportunities

Research is a cornerstone of the Fordham Clinical Psychology program. Students are encouraged to engage in
research activities from early in their training. The program offers numerous opportunities for students to
collaborate with faculty on research projects, allowing them to develop their own research skills and
contribute to the advancement of the field.



Research Areas

The faculty’s research interests span a broad range of topics, providing students with various avenues to
explore. Some key research areas include:

Psychopathology and Diagnosis

Evidence-Based Interventions

Cultural and Community Psychology

Neuropsychology and Cognitive Functioning

Health Psychology

Participating in research not only enhances students' academic profiles but also prepares them for future roles
in academia, clinical practice, or research-focused positions.

Clinical Training

Clinical training is a critical component of the Fordham Clinical Psychology program. Students are required to
complete a series of practicum placements that provide them with hands-on experience in various clinical
settings. This training is essential for developing practical skills and gaining confidence as a future clinician.

Practicum Placements

Practicum placements may include:

Community Mental Health Centers

Hospitals and Medical Facilities

Schools and Educational Settings

Private Practices

Research Clinics

These diverse placements allow students to work with a range of populations and issues, ensuring they are
well-prepared for their future careers in clinical psychology.

Career Prospects

Graduates of Fordham's Clinical Psychology program are well-equipped for a variety of career paths. The
program's strong emphasis on both research and clinical practice ensures that students are prepared for roles
in academia, clinical settings, and research institutions.

Job Opportunities

Some potential career paths for graduates include:

Licensed Clinical Psychologist



School Psychologist

Research Scientist

Clinical Supervisor

University Professor

With a doctoral degree in clinical psychology from Fordham, graduates are positioned to make significant
contributions to the field and positively impact the lives of those they serve.

Unique Features of Fordham Clinical Psychology

Fordham's Clinical Psychology program is distinguished by several unique features that enhance the
educational experience for students. One of the most notable aspects is the program's commitment to social
justice and diversity.

Social Justice Focus

The program emphasizes the importance of understanding and addressing the psychological needs of diverse
populations. This commitment is reflected in the curriculum, research opportunities, and community engagement
initiatives.

Strong Community Connections

Fordham maintains strong relationships with local community organizations, allowing students to engage in
meaningful service and outreach activities. These connections not only enrich students’ learning experiences but
also promote the application of psychological principles in real-world contexts.

Additionally, Fordham's location in New York City offers students access to a vibrant and diverse
population, providing ample opportunities for clinical practice and research.

Conclusion

Fordham Clinical Psychology stands out as a leading program that combines academic rigor with practical
training. With a strong faculty, comprehensive curriculum, and a commitment to social justice, students are
well-prepared for successful careers in psychology. The integration of research and clinical practice ensures
that graduates are not only skilled clinicians but also informed advocates for mental health. As the field of
psychology continues to evolve, Fordham's focus on evidence-based practices and community engagement will
remain vital in shaping the next generation of mental health professionals.

Q: What is the duration of the Fordham Clinical Psychology program?
A: The Fordham Clinical Psychology program typically spans five years, culminating in a doctoral degree.

Q: What kind of clinical training do students receive?
A: Students receive extensive clinical training through practicum placements in various settings, such as
community mental health centers, hospitals, and schools.



Q: Are there research opportunities available for students?
A: Yes, students are encouraged to engage in research projects with faculty, contributing to various areas of
psychological research.

Q: What career paths can graduates pursue?
A: Graduates can pursue careers as licensed clinical psychologists, researchers, school psychologists, or
university professors, among other roles.

Q: How does Fordham emphasize social justice in its program?
A: Fordham's program integrates social justice principles throughout its curriculum, research, and community
engagement, focusing on the psychological needs of diverse populations.

Q: Who are the faculty members in the Fordham Clinical Psychology
program?
A: The faculty comprises distinguished professionals with expertise in various areas of psychology, who are
dedicated to mentoring students and advancing the field through research.

Q: What elective courses are offered in the Fordham Clinical Psychology
program?
A: Elective courses may include topics such as trauma, child psychology, health psychology, and couples
therapy, allowing students to specialize according to their interests.

Q: Is there a strong emphasis on research in the program?
A: Yes, research is a fundamental component, with students encouraged to collaborate with faculty on
research projects throughout their training.

Q: How does Fordham prepare students for licensure?
A: The program provides comprehensive training in psychological assessment and intervention, along with
supervised clinical experiences, to prepare students for licensure exams.

Q: What makes Fordham's Clinical Psychology program unique?
A: Fordham's program is unique due to its strong commitment to social justice, diverse clinical training
opportunities, and the integration of research and practice in a vibrant urban setting.
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