louisiana board of psychology

louisiana board of psychology plays a critical role in regulating the
practice of psychology within the state, ensuring that professionals adhere
to the highest standards of ethics and competence. This board oversees the
licensure of psychologists, establishes regulations for practice, and handles
complaints against licensed practitioners. As part of its mission, the
Louisiana Board of Psychology aims to protect the public while also
supporting the professional development of psychologists. In this article, we
will explore the functions and responsibilities of the Louisiana Board of
Psychology, the licensure process, continuing education requirements, and the
ethical standards that guide practitioners in the state. We will also address
common questions and concerns regarding the board's operations and its impact
on psychology in Louisiana.
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Overview of the Louisiana Board of Psychology

The Louisiana Board of Psychology is a state agency responsible for
regulating the practice of psychology in Louisiana. Established to protect
the public and ensure that psychologists are qualified and competent, the
board plays a vital role in maintaining standards of practice. The board
consists of members appointed by the governor, including licensed
psychologists and public members, who all contribute to its decision-making
processes. Understanding the board's structure and its purpose is essential
for both aspiring psychologists and the general public.

The board operates under the authority of the Louisiana Revised Statutes,
specifically Title 37, Chapter 36, which outlines its powers and duties. This



legal framework provides the foundation for the board's operations, including
setting licensure requirements, enforcing ethical standards, and managing
disciplinary actions against practitioners. By adhering to these statutes,
the Louisiana Board of Psychology ensures a consistent and fair approach to
the regulation of psychology.

Functions and Responsibilities

The Louisiana Board of Psychology has several key functions and
responsibilities that are essential for the integrity of the profession.
These include:

e Licensure and Registration: The board is responsible for issuing
licenses to qualified psychologists, ensuring that applicants meet
educational and training requirements.

e Setting Standards: The board establishes and enforces ethical standards
and guidelines for psychologists practicing in Louisiana.

e Complaint Investigation: The board investigates complaints against
licensed psychologists, ensuring that any violations of ethical
standards are addressed.

e Continuing Education Oversight: The board mandates continuing education
requirements for licensed psychologists to ensure they stay updated on
best practices and new developments in the field.

e Public Awareness: The board also engages in public awareness campaigns
to educate the community about the role of psychologists and the
importance of mental health.

These functions are vital for maintaining the credibility of the
psychological profession in Louisiana. By ensuring that only qualified
individuals are licensed and that they adhere to established ethical
standards, the Louisiana Board of Psychology helps protect the public from
potential harm.

Licensure Process

The licensure process for psychologists in Louisiana is designed to ensure
that only those with adequate training and qualifications can practice. The
process typically involves several key steps:



Educational Requirements

To be eligible for licensure, candidates must hold a doctoral degree in
psychology from an accredited institution. This degree should encompass a
comprehensive curriculum, including coursework in various psychological
theories and practices. Additionally, candidates must complete a specified
number of supervised hours in an internship or practicum setting, allowing
them to gain practical experience in the field.

Examination Requirements

After fulfilling the educational requirements, candidates must pass the
Examination for Professional Practice in Psychology (EPPP), which assesses
their knowledge and competencies in psychology. This standardized exam is
crucial as it ensures that all licensed psychologists possess a similar level
of expertise.

Application Submission

Once candidates have successfully completed their education and passed the
EPPP, they must submit a comprehensive application to the Louisiana Board of
Psychology. This application includes documentation of their education,
supervised experience, and examination results. The board reviews all
applications to ensure compliance with state regulations.

Background Check

As part of the licensure process, candidates are also required to undergo a
criminal background check. This step is critical in safeguarding the public
and ensuring that individuals with a history of unethical behavior are not
granted licensure.

Continuing Education Requirements

Continuing education is an essential aspect of maintaining licensure in
Louisiana. The Louisiana Board of Psychology mandates that licensed
psychologists complete a certain number of continuing education units (CEUs)
every two years. This requirement ensures that professionals remain
knowledgeable about the latest advancements in psychology and ethical
practices.



Types of Acceptable Continuing Education

Continuing education can take various forms, including:

e Workshops and Seminars

e Online Courses

e Professional Conferences
e Academic Courses

e Research Activities

Psychologists must select courses that are relevant to their practice and
that contribute to their professional development. The board provides
guidelines on acceptable CEU activities, and it is the responsibility of the
licensed psychologist to ensure they meet these requirements to maintain
their licensure.

Ethical Standards and Guidelines

The Louisiana Board of Psychology emphasizes the importance of ethical
practice among psychologists. Adhering to ethical guidelines not only
protects clients but also upholds the integrity of the profession. The board
has established a set of ethical standards that all licensed psychologists
must follow, including:

e Confidentiality: Psychologists must maintain the confidentiality of
their clients' information, sharing it only with consent or when legally
required.

e Informed Consent: Practitioners must obtain informed consent from
clients before initiating services, ensuring clients are aware of the

nature and purpose of the treatment.

e Competence: Psychologists must only provide services for which they are
qualified and must engage in ongoing professional development.

e Integrity: Psychologists should be honest and transparent in their
professional interactions, avoiding conflicts of interest.

e Respect for Diversity: Practitioners must recognize and respect the



diversity of clients, adjusting their practices to meet the unique needs
of individuals from varied backgrounds.

These ethical standards guide psychologists in their professional conduct,
fostering trust between practitioners and their clients. The board takes
violations of these standards seriously, often leading to disciplinary action
when necessary.

Common Issues and Complaints

Despite the rigorous licensure and ethical standards set by the Louisiana
Board of Psychology, issues can still arise in the practice of psychology.
Common complaints include concerns about:

Incompetence or inadequate treatment

Violations of confidentiality

Unethical billing practices

Boundary violations between practitioners and clients

When a complaint is filed, the Louisiana Board of Psychology investigates the
matter thoroughly. The board may conduct interviews, review records, and
assess the circumstances surrounding the complaint. If a violation is
confirmed, disciplinary actions can range from reprimands to revocation of
licensure.

Impact on the Psychology Profession in
Louisiana

The Louisiana Board of Psychology has a profound impact on the psychology
profession within the state. By enforcing high standards of practice, the
board fosters public trust in psychological services. This trust is essential
for individuals seeking mental health support, as it encourages them to
engage with qualified professionals without fear of malpractice.

Additionally, the board's emphasis on continuing education and ethical
practice ensures that psychologists in Louisiana remain informed about new
research, therapies, and societal issues impacting mental health. This



ongoing professional development not only enhances the quality of care
provided but also contributes to the overall advancement of the field.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the role of the Louisiana Board of
Psychology?

A: The Louisiana Board of Psychology is responsible for regulating the
practice of psychology in the state. Its duties include issuing licenses,
setting ethical standards, investigating complaints, and overseeing
continuing education requirements for psychologists.

Q: How can I apply for licensure as a psychologist
in Louisiana?

A: To apply for licensure, you must complete a doctoral degree in psychology,
pass the EPPP exam, submit an application to the Louisiana Board of
Psychology, and undergo a criminal background check.

Q: What are the continuing education requirements
for psychologists in Louisiana?

A: Licensed psychologists in Louisiana must complete a specified number of
continuing education units (CEUs) every two years to maintain their
licensure. The board provides guidelines on acceptable CEU activities.

Q: What ethical standards must psychologists adhere
to in Louisiana?

A: Psychologists in Louisiana must adhere to ethical standards, including
maintaining confidentiality, obtaining informed consent, ensuring competence,
acting with integrity, and respecting diversity among clients.

Q: How does the Louisiana Board of Psychology handle
complaints against psychologists?

A: The board investigates complaints against licensed psychologists by
reviewing evidence, conducting interviews, and assessing the situation.
Disciplinary actions may be taken if violations are confirmed.



Q: Can I file a complaint against a psychologist in
Louisiana?

A: Yes, individuals can file a complaint against a psychologist by submitting
their concerns to the Louisiana Board of Psychology, which will then
investigate the matter.

Q: How does the board promote public awareness of
psychology services?

A: The Louisiana Board of Psychology engages in public awareness campaigns to
educate the community about the role of psychologists and the importance of
mental health support.

Q: What happens if a psychologist violates ethical
standards in Louisiana?

A: If a psychologist is found to violate ethical standards, the Louisiana
Board of Psychology may take disciplinary action, which can range from
reprimands to revocation of their license to practice.
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