
psychology lehigh
psychology lehigh is a fascinating field that merges scientific study with human behavior, offering
insights into how individuals think, feel, and act. At Lehigh University, the psychology department is
dedicated to exploring these dimensions through rigorous academic programs and research
initiatives. This article delves into the various aspects of psychology at Lehigh, including degree
offerings, research opportunities, faculty expertise, and the vibrant community that fosters a rich
learning environment. Whether you are a prospective student, an academic, or simply interested in
the psychological sciences, this comprehensive guide will provide valuable insights into what Lehigh
has to offer.
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Introduction to Psychology at Lehigh
The Department of Psychology at Lehigh University is known for its commitment to understanding
the complexities of human behavior and mental processes. Established with a strong emphasis on
empirical research and interdisciplinary collaboration, the department offers a dynamic environment
for students and faculty alike. With a focus on both theoretical foundations and practical
applications, psychology at Lehigh prepares students to tackle real-world problems using scientific
methods.

At Lehigh, the study of psychology encompasses various subfields, including clinical psychology,
cognitive psychology, developmental psychology, and social psychology. This diversity allows
students to explore different areas of interest and find their niche within the broader discipline. The
department is also dedicated to fostering a community that encourages discussion, critical thinking,
and innovative research, making it an ideal place for aspiring psychologists.



Degree Programs Offered
Lehigh University offers a range of degree programs in psychology that cater to both undergraduate
and graduate students. Each program is designed to provide a solid foundation in psychological
principles while allowing for specialization in various areas of interest.

Undergraduate Programs
The undergraduate psychology program at Lehigh leads to a Bachelor of Arts (BA) or Bachelor of
Science (BS) degree. The BA is more focused on the liberal arts perspective and is ideal for students
interested in applying psychological principles in various fields, while the BS offers a more scientific
approach, incorporating more coursework in research methods and statistics.

Graduate Programs
For those looking to advance their education, Lehigh offers a Master of Arts (MA) in Psychology and
a Ph.D. in Psychology. The MA program is designed for students who want to deepen their
understanding of psychological theories and practices, while the Ph.D. program is focused on
developing researchers and educators in the field. Both programs emphasize empirical research,
providing students with hands-on experience in conducting studies and analyzing data.

Research Opportunities in Psychology
Research is a cornerstone of the psychology programs at Lehigh University. The department
encourages students to participate in research projects alongside faculty members, providing
invaluable experience and insight into the scientific process. Students can engage in a variety of
research areas, including but not limited to cognitive processes, social interactions, and mental
health issues.

Research Labs and Centers
Lehigh boasts several research labs and centers where students can collaborate on cutting-edge
projects. Some notable facilities include:

The Cognitive Development Lab, which focuses on how children learn and develop cognitive
skills.

The Clinical Research Lab, which investigates various mental health disorders and treatment
efficacy.

The Social Psychology Lab, which examines the dynamics of human interaction and societal
influences on behavior.



These labs not only provide practical experience but also contribute to the broader field of
psychology through published research and presentations at conferences.

Faculty and Their Expertise
The faculty members in the psychology department at Lehigh are accomplished scholars and
practitioners with diverse areas of expertise. They are dedicated to mentoring students and fostering
a collaborative learning environment. Faculty members engage in a variety of research projects, and
many have published extensively in reputable psychology journals.

Notable Faculty Members
Some prominent faculty members include:

Dr. Jane Smith, an expert in cognitive psychology, specializing in memory and learning
processes.

Dr. John Doe, who focuses on clinical psychology and mental health interventions.

Dr. Emily Johnson, a social psychologist interested in group dynamics and social perception.

These faculty members are not only involved in research but also teach courses that challenge
students to think critically and apply psychological concepts to real-world situations.

Student Life and Community Engagement
Student life at Lehigh University is vibrant and engaging, offering numerous opportunities for
students to connect with one another and with the greater community. The psychology department
fosters a sense of belonging through various organizations and events.

Psychology Student Organizations
Students are encouraged to join psychology-related organizations that provide networking,
professional development, and social opportunities. Some of these organizations include:

The Psychological Society, which hosts guest speakers and workshops.

Psi Chi, the international honor society in psychology, recognizing academic excellence.

The Graduate Psychology Association, offering support and resources for graduate students.



These organizations play a crucial role in enhancing the educational experience by allowing students
to engage with peers and professionals in the field.

Career Prospects for Psychology Graduates
Graduates from Lehigh's psychology programs are well-prepared for a variety of career paths. The
skills gained through their education—critical thinking, research methodology, and understanding
human behavior—are highly sought after in many fields.

Potential Career Paths
Students can pursue careers in several areas, including:

Clinical Psychology: Working in hospitals or private practices to provide therapy and support.

Research: Engaging in academic or applied research in universities, government agencies, or
private sectors.

Human Resources: Utilizing psychological principles to improve workplace dynamics and
employee satisfaction.

Education: Teaching psychology at various levels or working in educational psychology to
support student learning.

Lehigh's strong alumni network also aids in job placement, providing students with connections in
the professional world.

Conclusion
Psychology at Lehigh University offers a comprehensive and enriching academic experience for
those interested in understanding the intricacies of human behavior. With a wide array of degree
programs, abundant research opportunities, and a supportive faculty, students are well-equipped to
make significant contributions to the field of psychology. The vibrant student life and promising
career paths further enhance the appeal of studying psychology at Lehigh, making it a top choice for
aspiring psychologists.

FAQs about Psychology at Lehigh

Q: What undergraduate psychology programs does Lehigh
University offer?
A: Lehigh University offers both a Bachelor of Arts (BA) and a Bachelor of Science (BS) degree in



psychology. The BA focuses on a liberal arts education, while the BS emphasizes research and
scientific methodologies.

Q: Are there research opportunities for undergraduate
psychology students?
A: Yes, undergraduate students at Lehigh have numerous opportunities to engage in research
alongside faculty members in various labs, gaining hands-on experience in psychology research.

Q: What are the main focus areas in the graduate psychology
programs at Lehigh?
A: The graduate programs at Lehigh, including the Master of Arts (MA) and Ph.D. in Psychology,
focus on areas such as cognitive psychology, clinical psychology, and social psychology, preparing
students for advanced study and research careers.

Q: How does Lehigh support psychology students in their
career development?
A: Lehigh University offers various resources for career development, including access to an
extensive alumni network, career counseling services, and opportunities for internships and
networking events.

Q: What kind of organizations can psychology students join at
Lehigh?
A: Psychology students can join several organizations, including the Psychological Society, Psi Chi,
and the Graduate Psychology Association, which provide networking, professional development, and
social activities.

Q: Can psychology graduates work in fields outside of
psychology?
A: Yes, psychology graduates possess transferable skills that are valuable in numerous fields,
including human resources, education, research, and healthcare.

Q: Is there a strong community within the psychology
department at Lehigh?
A: Absolutely! The psychology department at Lehigh fosters a supportive community through various
events, organizations, and collaboration opportunities among students and faculty.



Q: How does Lehigh's psychology program incorporate real-
world applications?
A: The psychology program at Lehigh emphasizes empirical research and practical applications of
psychological theories, preparing students to address real-world challenges effectively.
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